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Mission Statement:
At Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans, Inc., our mission is to enhance and promote the healing
of the physical and emotional wellbeing of our combat veterans and their families while
connecting with nature and the great outdoors.

Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans
P.O. Box 274, Lehighton, PA 18235
Ph: 484-629-5454
Email: rbowman430@gmail.com
www.paoutdoorveterans.org
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/47-5143030
The official registration and financial information of Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans, Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department
of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. All donations are tax deductible as
we are a 501(c)3-#47-5143030

You are not alone...We stand together!
FROM THE FOUNDER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Community Organizations, Foundations and Leaders,
As the Founder and Executive Director of Pennsylvania Outdoor
Veterans, I am proud to present to the 2021-2022 Annual Report and
Contributions Request.
The last two years have been some of the most challenging for all of
us, but even more so for the veterans and their families here in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit and broke international news,
Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans was conducting our ﬁrst ever
Veteran and Spouse Retreat at the beautiful Starlight Inn in Starlight,
Pennsylvania. None of us could have imagined the challenges that
faced us in this battle over the next two years.
We have been blessed at Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans with an
incredible Board of Directors who have been resilient and dedicated as operations changed day
by day and even hour to hour. I can’t thank them enough.
We were lucky to receive, for the third consecutive year, a grant from the Donald and Dorothy
Stabler Foundation for $50,000; to date we have received more than $100,000 in grant funding
from the foundation. In addition, we were a recipient of the Pennsylvania Veterans Trust Fund
Grant for $23,356, as well as the Charles H Hoch Foundation for $2,000, United Way of Lehigh
Valley for $2,000 and the Glen and Ruth Mengle Foundation for $5,100.
This year we also added a few program videos to our oﬃcial YouTube Channel. Google
Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans at youtube.com to learn more about what we’ve been up to over
the last year.
As we move forward, we ask for your unity in support of our mission to continue providing
programs for veterans, their families, and their caregivers. In the words of war correspondent
Sebastian Junger, “Sometimes, we ask ourselves if we can save the vets. I think the real
question is if we can save ourselves. If we can, I think the vets are going to be ﬁne. It’s time for
this country to unite, if only to help the men and women who fought to protect us.”
We plan to expand our programs more than ever in 2022 to meet the increasing demand. This
year we hope to spend $73,000 dollars on programs for veterans, families, and caregivers. We
ask for your generous donations in contribution to our mission, programs, and operations.
With Deep Appreciation,
Ryan P. Bowman, EMT
OIF Veteran 09-11
Founder/Executive Director
Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans
THANK YOU!

Introducing our Board President
My name is Lisa Wetzel, and it is my honor to introduce myself
as the President of the Board of Directors for Pennsylvania
Outdoor Veterans. I am married to my wonderful husband for
the last 26 years, and together we have raised two beautiful
daughters.
I come from a family with a strong military background. My
great-grandfather was in the Spanish American War and World
War I, where he was awarded the Purple Heart following a
severe injury at Vesle, France. My grandfather served in World
War II and helped to liberate several concentration camps. Several of my uncles were also in the
military and have seen combat.
Ever since I was a little girl, joining the military was a dream. In January 1988, my senior year of
high school, it became reality as I signed up for the Army Reserves. I served with the 402nd MP
POW Camp, 3rd Enclosure. I was called to active duty to serve in Desert Storm when I was only
20 years old. My unit guarded prisoners of war, and I was able to help, even though my MOS
was not Military Police. My return home was a momentous occasion for my family and me; there
are no words to describe that moment as I literally ﬂung myself into my father’s arms.
After our return from Desert Storm, there were few resources for us to ﬁnd assistance in
reintegrating ourselves with the rest of the world. Or if those resources existed, I never knew
about them.
Fast forward to years later, when Ryan, the Founder and Executive Director of Pennsylvania
Outdoor Veterans, contacted me and my husband to help a veteran in need on Thanksgiving
Day. We postponed time with our families to help this veteran, make sure he was safe, provide
transport, buy groceries, and ensure he had a way to contact his family. It was our way of giving
back to help a fellow veteran.
Over the next few months, my husband and I became more involved with the organization. We
were able to participate in a camping trip with fellow veterans and their families, and it was
refreshing to see how the organization provided a bit of time for veterans and their families to
relax and enjoy themselves while they took a break from the rest of the world.
I was then asked to become a board member, which evolved into me being elected to become
President of the Board. I am looking forward to continuing to serve as my fellow veterans
through Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans.
With deep appreciation,
Lisa Wetzel, BSN, RN
President, Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans

Projects, Programs & Events
Twin Ridge Upland Bird Hunt – Shenandoah Junction,
West Virginia
On March 27 – 28, 2021, 16 veterans traveled to Twin
Ridge Upland Farm in Shenandoah Junction, West
Virginia, where they were able to participate in a bird
hunt. They shot at clay birds in the morning, after
which they hunted pheasants and chukar, and enjoyed
delicious, catered meals.
Fishing Outing – Lake Wallenpaupak, Pennsylvania
On May 16, 2021, four veterans traveled to Lake
Wallenpaupack in Tafton, Pennsylvania to enjoy
a day out on the lake with a ﬁshing guide. While
catching some
awesome
ﬁsh, veterans
were able to
enjoy some
comraderie.
Bucktail Camping Resort – Mansﬁeld, PA
On May 14, 2021, we traveled to Mansﬁeld,
Pennsylvania for a family camping trip with six
veterans and their families. The participants
enjoyed rustic cabins, grilled and smoked food,
and were also able to ride a carousel and
take a train ride through the woods. This trip
allowed veterans a bit of time to reconnect with
other veterans while enjoying quality time with their families.
Artillery Ridge Campground and Horse Park – Gettysburg, PA
On July 9, 10 veterans and their families took a camping trip to Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. They were able to tour Gettysburg by bus while learning
about the history of Gettysburg as a family and connecting with other
veterans. They dined out at local restaurants, ﬁnding appetizing food and
lots of fun memories. They
also discovered what their
counterparts endured during
this era.

Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia
On October 14, Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans, Inc. took
a trip to historic Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia with seven
veterans and their families. While there
they were able to take part in some
authentic colonial adventures while
staying at the Historic Powhatan Resort.

Third Annual Wheels of Freedom Car Show – Leesport,
Pennsylvania
On September 12, Humana sponsored our 3rd Annual Wheels of
Freedom Car Show at Leesport Farmer’s
market. Dozens of trucks, jeeps,
motorcycles, and cars joined in the fun,
and we paid tribute to the 13 men and
women who lost their lives in Afghanistan
during the military withdrawal.

Events for 2022
March 18-20, 2022 – Ponderosa Lodge at Lock Haven,
Pennsylvania
During this veterans-only retreat, a chef will provide meals,
while the participants will have time to relax and enjoy the
weekend getaway with other veterans.
April 9, 2022 – Adult Easter Egg Hunt Fundraiser, Orioles,
Lehighton, Pennsylvania
April 22-24, 2022 – Starlight Inn, Starlight, Pennsylvania
This event is a relaxing retreat for veterans and their spouses.
Activities include a murder mystery supper on Saturday night, and
this getaway will allow nine veterans and their spouses to enjoy a
weekend away.
June 4, 2022 – Fourth Annual Wheels of Freedom Car, Bike &
Truck Show, Egypt, Pennsylvania
25 trophies will be given awarded to our lucky car show participants
at Egypt Memorial Park.
July 8-10, 2022 – Family Camping trip to Adventure Bound, Robesonia, Pennsylvania
September 8-9, 2022 – Deep Sea Fishing, Point Pleasant, New Jersey
We will host a 30-hour deep Sea Fishing trip (complete with catered meals) aboard the Voyager Fishing
Boat.
September 17, 2022 – K9 KOP Car Show at Delps Park
Join us at 1200 Delps Road in Danielsville between 9:00 – 3:00 for cars, trophies, and door prizes!
Date TBD – Second Annual Bart Talferia Upland Bird Hunt, Lyman Lodge
– Deer Hunting Camp – Location to be announced
Other trips and fundraisers include:
• Caregivers weekend at Starlight Inn – Date to be announced
• Fly Fishing trip – Date and place to be announced
• Raﬄes
• Knoebels Amusement Park

Additional Operating Expenses: We are considering the rental of a central oﬃce to allow veterans
to come to us in times of need, give us a place for board meetings, and establish a location for ongoing
operations and cookouts with veterans when we are not enjoying the outdoors.
Anyone who would like to donate to our operations, programs, or our capital campaign can do so by
sending a check or money order payable to: Pennsylvania Outdoor Veterans, P.O. Box 274 Lehighton,
PA 18235 Please note on the memo of the check: Capital Campaign Project.

Needs for 2022 and beyond

Financial Report
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Roll of Contributors-THANK YOU
Donald B. & Dorothy L. Stabler
Foundation
American Legion Post 209
Penbrook American Legion Unit
730 Aux.
Royersford V.F.W. Post 6341
The Inn at Jim Thorpe
Szoke Brothers, Inc.
American Legion Post 223
V.F.W. Post 779
Orioles Home Association
BEI Electrical
V.F.W. Post 43
V.F.W. Post 6520
V.F.W. Post 6771
V.F.W. Post 470
American Legion Post 926
V.F.W. Post 821
V.F.W. Post 8685
V.F.W. Post 5863
American Legion Post 94
Nesquehoning V.F.W. Auxiliary
Post 8008
V.F.W. Post 803

Middleton Anglers & Hunters
American Legion Post 86
V.F.W. Auxiliary Post 92
V.F.W. Auxiliary to Post 1483
V.F.W. Post 5542
American Legion Post 272
V.F.W. Post 7689
American Legion Post 813
American Legion Post 329
V.F.W. Post 537
V.F.W. Post 5754
S.A.L. Squad 26
Ryan Carson Charters
Andrew Ovsak Funeral Home
Fish Hands Free Co.
American Legion Post 128
S.A.L. Post 25
V.F.W. Auxiliary Post 5825
Jim Thorpe Rotary
V.F.W. Post 7530
V.F.W. Post 384
U.S. Military Nursing Corps
VFW Post
Ladies Aux. to V.F.W. Post 8317

V.F.W. Post 5020
American Legion Aux. Jeanette
Wapiti Archers of Penna Inc.
American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 114
V.F.W. Post 845
V.F.W. Post 556
Dillsburg Aux. Unit 26
St. Michael Legion Aux. 551
S.A.L. Squad 813
V.F.W. Post 5635
American Legion Post 101
American Legion Aux. Post 998
V.F.W. Post 7012
Lisa Park
Mountain Laurel V.F.W. Post 8612
Midland Asphalt
Jaclyn Gallanger, C.P.A.
American Legion Aux. Erie
Aux. to Post 6631
United Way of Lehigh Valley
Charles Hoch Foundation
Glenn & Ruth Mengle Foundation
Pennsylvania Veterans Trust Fund

